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ceeded upon the assumption that the Cubans had made these
signals, and the commander of the Flying Squadron was
arraigned under this bold assumption!

The only officer who professed to know the significance of
these signals did not think them important enough at the time
to communicate them; and, strange as it may seem, the official
log-book of his ship, the Iowa, contains no record that these hill
signals were seen at all from that ship on the night of May 23d.
It was fortunate for this officer that the commander of the
Flying Squadron did not know at that time, 1898, that this
officer knew and had withheld information which he testified
to having possessed when he was before the court of inquiry,
three years after the occurrence!

On May 23d the British steamer Adula approached the block-
ade from Jamaica, and was boarded and carefully examined.
She was found to be duly authorized by the State Department
at Washington to enter Cienfuegos for the purpose of carrying
away all neutrals from that port. She brought, also, a war bul-
letin from Jamaica stating that the Spanish squadron had ar-
rived at Santiago on May 19th and that it had sailed on the
20th. This information, considered with the report of guns
heard on the late afternoon of May 21st, was strongly presump-
tive of the presence of the fleet in Cienfuegos. Eeinforced as
this presumption was by the impression emphasized in Mr.
Long's telegram, that the orders to reach Havana, Cienfuegos,
or some port in railroad communication with Havana, were im-
perative, it was a fair inference that Cervera, after all, had
eluded our movements and had reached Cienfuegos.

The situation was involved, moreover, in some uncertainty
by the receipt of letter No. 7 on the 22d. This letter only found
its way to publicity in February, 1899, in "Executive Docu-
ment 0," published by Congress. It was no part of the duty
of the commander of the Flying Squadron to forward this paper
to the department until the end of the cruise, although it was
the duty of somebody on board the New York at the time it was
written; but, unfortunately, it appears to have been overlooked.
It was transmitted to the department from the commander of
the Flying Squadron after the cruise had ended. It is repro-
duced on next page:n insurgents or Spaniards
